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Short CV 

 

Prof. Andrew Marston was born in Zambia. He studied chemistry at University 

College London and in 1979 received a PhD from the Department of Organic 

Chemistry at Liverpool University, U.K., working on new synthetic methods for 

peptides. He was then awarded a Royal Society / NATO fellowship to perform 

postdoctoral research on plant-derived tumour promoters at the German Cancer 

Research Centre in Heidelberg.  

 

From 1983 to 2004, he was a senior research scientist at the Institute of 

Pharmacognosy and Phytochemistry at the University of Lausanne in Switzerland 

and from 2004 to 2009 he was senior lecturer at the Laboratory of Pharmacognosy 

and Phytochemistry, University of Geneva, Switzerland. 

 

Professor Marston joined the Department of Chemistry at the University of the Free 

State in 2009. 

 

He is author of over 200 scientific publications and co-author of several books. His 

distinctions include the Rhône-Poulenc Rorer Award of the Phytochemical Society of 

Europe. He is a member of the editorial boards of Phytochemical Analysis, 

Phytochemistry Letters, Pharmaceutical Biology and is referee for over 20 journals in 

the natural product field. From 1996 to 2000, he was a member of the committee of 

the Phytochemical Society of Europe and he is currently a committee member of the 

“Fondation Gentiana” in Switzerland, a scientific advisor to the International 



Foundation for Science and a member of the Countercurrent Chromatography 

International Advisory Board. From 1986 to 2008, Andrew Marston has co-organised 

26 congresses, workshops and symposia, held all over the world. 

 

Areas of Expertise 

 

 Natural Product Chemistry 

 Isolation Techniques of Natural Products 

 Analytical and Preparative Chromatography Techniques 

 Organic Structure Elucidation 

 

Current Research Interests 

 

 Bioactivity-guided isolation of natural products 

 Centrifugal countercurrent chromatography 

 Bioassays 

 Tropical parasitic diseases 

 Saponin-containing plants 

 Fungicidal compounds from plants 

 

Teaching 

 

 Courses to pharmacy and chemistry students at undergraduate and 

postgraduate levels: different aspects of natural products, organic chemistry 

and analytical chemistry 

 Supervision of PhD and Masters students 

 Training of scientists from institutions inside and outside South Africa 
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alkaloidal natural compounds as acetylcholinesterase inhibitors. Chemistry and Biodiversity 1, 819-
829. 
 

Urbain, A., Marston, A., Queiroz, E.F., Ndjoko, K. and Hostettmann, K. (2004). Xanthones from Gentiana 
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Ruegg, T., Calderon, A.I., Queiroz, E.F., Solis, P.N., Marston, A., Rivas, F., Ortega-Barria, E., 
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1, 27-32. 
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Hostettmann, K. and Marston, A. (2007). Separation of natural products: centrifugal countercurrent 
chromatography as a versatile technique. G.I.T. Laboratory Journal 7-8, pp. 34-36. 

Marston, A. (2007). Role of advances in chromatographic techniques in phytochemistry. 
Phytochemistry 68, 2786-2798. 
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Lectures presented at international symposia (recent) 
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