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“We are closing the book on Reitz,” says new UFS Rector

The infamous Reitz residence on the Main Campus of the University of the Free State (UFS) is to be re-opened.

This was announced by the 13th Rector and Vice-Chancellor of the UFS, Prof. Jonathan Jansen, in his inaugural lecture on the Main Campus in Bloemfontein this evening (Friday, 16 October 2009). 

Prof. Jansen said that the university was seeking to close the book on Reitz and, in a determined commitment to the urgent task of reconstruction, would re-open the residence and transform it into a model of racial reconciliation and social justice for all students.

Reitz men’s residence was at the centre of racial conflict on campus last year when a video, in which a mock initiation of black workers is shown, came to light.

Prof. Jansen announced that, in a gesture of racial reconciliation and the need for healing, the university would withdraw its own charges against the four students implicated in the Reitz incident and not pursue any further action against them. “In this spirit of making positive advances, the UFS will go further, and invite those four students back to continue their studies here,” said Prof. Jansen. 

Prof. Jansen further announced that, in recognition of the university’s institutional complicity in the Reitz saga and the need for social justice, the UFS would not only pursue forgiveness but also pay reparations to the workers for damage to their dignity and self-esteem.

Prof. Jansen also announced that the university would soon launch what they “hope to call The Reitz Institute for Studies in Race, Reconciliation and Social Justice”.

“In the past few months I have often visited the grounds of Reitz in an attempt to understand how such an atrocity could have been committed on the grounds of an institution of higher learning. I believe I now have part of the answer, and that answer has important implications for how we move towards healing, forgiveness and social justice on our campus and in our country,” Prof. Jansen said.

“The biggest mistake made in the analysis of Reitz is to explain the incident in terms of individual pathology. Yet to dismiss the video as a product of four bad apples is too easy an explanation. This video recording was preceded by a long series of racial incidents protesting racial integration especially in the residences of the university. Not all of these racially charged incidents made the press; in fact, had it not been for the public release of the video recording, no-one outside the university would have known about it,” he said.

“When the focus of analysis shifts from that of individual pathology to one of institutional culture, it becomes clear that the problem of Reitz is not simply a problem of four racially troubled students. It is, without question, a problem of institutional complicity. For this reason it is also clear that the deeper issues of racism and bigotry that conflict the UFS – and many others – will not be resolved in the courts,” he said. 
“Whoever wins and loses in the Reitz case, I will still wake up on Monday morning dealing with the same social, cultural and ideological complexities that stand in the way of transformation – unless we do something differently,” Prof. Jansen said. 
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“Ons maak nou die boek oor Reitz toe,” sê nuwe UV Rektor

Die berugte Reitz-koshuis op die Hoofkampus van die Universiteit van die Vrystaat (UV) gaan heropen word.

Hierdie aankondiging is vanaand (Vrydag 16 Oktober 2009) deur die 13de Rektor en Visekanselier van die UV, prof. Jonathan Jansen sy inhuldigingstoespraak op die Hoofkampus in Bloemfontein gemaak. 

Prof. Jansen het gesê dat die universiteit nou die boek oor Reitz gaan toemaak en, in ŉ besliste verbintenis tot die dringende taak van rekonstruksie, die universiteitskoshuis gaan heropen en transformeer tot ’n model van ras-rekonsiliasie en sosiale geregtigheid vir alle studente.

Die Reitz-manskoshuis was verlede jaar die middelpunt van rassekonflik op die  kampus toe ŉ video, waarin ŉ skyn-inisiasie van swart werkers vertoon is, aan die lig gekom het.

Prof. Jansen het aangekondig dat, in ŉ gebaar van rekonsiliasie en die behoefte aan genesing, die universiteit sy eie klagtes teen die vier studente wat in die Reitz-insident geïmpliseer is, gaan terugtrek en glad nie verder teen hulle optree nie. “In hierdie gees van toenadering sal die Universiteit verder gaan en hierdie vier studente terug nooi om hulle studie hier te kom voltooi,” het prof. Jansen gesê. 

Prof. Jansen het verder aangekondig dat, in erkenning van die universiteit se institusionele medepligtigheid aan die Reitz-sage en die behoefte aan sosiale geregtigheid, die UV nie net vergifnis gaan nastreef nie, maar ook skadevergoeding aan die betrokke personeel sal betaal in kompensasie vir die skade wat aan hulle waardigheid en hulle selfrespek berokken is.
Prof. Jansen het ook aangekondig dat die universiteit spoedig dit wat hulle “hoop om Die Reitz-Instituut vir Studie in Ras, Rekonsiliasie en Sosiale Geregtigheid te noem” bekend te stel.
“Gedurende die afgelope paar maande het ek die terrein van Reitz dikwels besoek in ’n poging om te probeer verstaan hoe so ’n gruweldaad op die terrein van ’n hoëronderwysinstelling gepleeg kon word. Ek glo dat ek nou ’n deel van die antwoord gevind het, en dat daardie antwoord belangrike implikasies inhou vir hoe ons in die rigting van genesing, vergifnis en maatskaplike geregtigheid op ons kampus en in ons land kan beweeg,” het prof. Jansen gesê.
“Die grootste fout wat met die analise van Reitz gemaak is, was om die voorval in terme van ’n individuele patologie te verduidelik. Dog, om die video as ’n produk van vier vrot appels af te maak is te ’n eenvoudige verklaring. Hierdie video-opname is voorafgegaan deur ’n lang reeks van rassevoorvalle uit protes teen rasse-integrasie, veral in die koshuise van die universiteit. Nie al hierdie ras-belaaide insidente het die pers gehaal nie; trouens, was dit nie vir die openbare vrystelling van die video-opname nie, sou niemand buite die universiteit daarvan geweet het nie, het hy gesê. 
“Wanneer die fokus van ontleding verskuif vanaf een van individuele patologie tot een van institusionele kultuur, dan raak dit duidelik dat die Reitz-probleem nie bloot ŉ probleem betreffende vier rasgekwelde studente is nie. Dit is sonder twyfel ŉ probleem van institusionele kompleksiteit. Om hierdie rede is dit ook duidelik dat die meer diepgaande kwessies van rassisme en skynheiligheid wat ons universiteit – en talle ander – teister, nie in die howe uitgeklaar sal kan word nie,” het hy gesê. 

“Wie ook al in die Reitz-saak gaan wen of verloor, ek gaan nog steeds op ŉ Maandagoggend wakker word en dieselfde sosiale, kulturele en ideologiese kompleksiteite aanspreek wat in die pad van transformasie staan – tensy ons iets anders gaan doen,” het prof. Jansen gesê. 
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