LINDA ANNE SPARKS

Nationality: South African;   Date of Birth: 25.01.1982

Marital Status: Divorced, with one child; Email: sparksla@ufs.ac.za

QUALIFICATIONS

2008-2009
Master’s Degree in Gender Studies (University of the Free State)
Courses completed in this degree include:

· Research Methodology and Research Proposal

· Gender and Literature

· Feminist Theories

· Feminist Critique and Social Transformation

· Mini-Dissertation

2005-2006
Bachelor of Arts Honours: English Literature (University of the Free State)
Courses completed in this degree include:

· Research Methodology for language and literature study

· 19th and 20th Century Novel

· Literary Theory in English Literature and Classical Theory 

· Modern Poetry

· Women’s/Feminist Literature

2004 

Certificate in Teaching English as a Foreign Language (University of the Free State)


This certificate covers the following areas:

· Utilizing and Evaluating Web-Based Resources in the EFL (English Foreign Language) Classroom

· ELT (English Language Teaching) Methods and Techniques

· The Role of Grammar in the EFL Classroom

· Content-Based Instruction and Task-Based Instruction in the EFL Classroom

· Skills Integration / Assessment of Language Skills

2001-2003 
Bachelor of Arts: Communications: Media Studies (University of the Free State)


Courses completed in this degree include:

· English Subjects: Prose, Drama, Poetry, Medieval Studies, Linguistics 

· Communication Subjects: Research, Media Studies, Advertising, Public Relations, Persuasion, Politics, Linguistics

· French Subjects: Language, History, Business French

· Philosophy

· Art History

· Computer Studies

Secondary Education

Matriculated 2000: 


    Afrikaans

HG 



English    

HG 



                               
Mathematics 

SG


Biology  

HG


History  

HG



   Art


HG

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

July 2009 -
English Facilitator, University of the Free State, Bloemfontein (SA)

present
Current position, including teaching English to second language learners in order to better English levels and ability to write at an academic level.
April 2011 –
Part-Time Lecturer, Central University of Technology, Bloemfontein (SA)
February 2012 
Present position, which entails teaching English and Communication to student teachers. Students are mostly second language learners. 
August 2008
Duty Master and Tutor, St Andrew’s School, Bloemfontein (SA)

June 2010
Current position with duties including supervision and guidance of children in the junior hostel, as well as tutoring children from grades 1 – 8 in subjects in which they experience difficulties, such as Mathematics and English. 

January 
Content Editor, RPC Web Solutions, Bloemfontein (SA)

2007 – 
Part-time work which entails the editing and proofreading of website content, and any other creative writing needs that may arise.

May 2007 – 
Teaching Assistant and Cover Supervisor, Supply Desk Ltd (UK)

June 2008 
Supply work which entailed working at various primary, secondary and special needs schools. Duties included, supervising children when teachers were absent, assisting and supporting teachers in a classroom environment and invigilation duties. 

2001-2003
Student Communications Officer, DeBeers Diamond Mine, Koffiefontein (SA)
A temporary position over the duration of the Christmas Holidays, included duties such as compiling sections of the local newsletter/paper (The Koffiepit); collecting advertisements; interviewing and writing articles; photography; and other similar tasks.

OTHER SKILLS

Languages: 
Native Speaker of English; reasonably proficient in Afrikaans; knowledge of French.
IT Skills:
Have experience in working programs such as Microsoft Word, Excel, Publisher, Power Point and knowledge in using the Internet.

Creative Skills: 
Abilities in painting and sketching in mixed media. Have enjoyment in most forms of creative writing including short story, drama, poetry and prose.  

People Skills: 
Have experience in working in groups and individually. Enjoy working with people and children. 

REFEREES

· Mrs Jenny Hergeth: St Andrew’s School, P.O Box 12331, Brandhof, 9324; Tel: 0724631578
· Prof. Arlys van Wyk: English Department, University of the Free State, Nelson Mandela Drive, Bloemfontein, 9301; Tel: 051 4013237

· Maryna Roodt: Address: Central University of Technology, Department of Teacher Education, 20 President Brown Street, Bloemfontein,9320; Tel: 051 5073866; Email: mroodt@cut.ac.za
· Wendy Marshal: Supply Desk Ltd, 43-45 Westminster Buildings, Theatre Square, Nottingham, NG1 6LG, United Kingdom; Tel: (0044)1159468100; Email: wmarshall@thesupplydesk.co.uk
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